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It is unbelievable how 2018 is already behind us! I know some
people who wondered if this year would ever finish, but I can tell
you this is never a question for all those who serve in Pathfinder,
Teens and Youth ministries. We know how much difference one
year can make in the life of a young person, and that is the reason
why time is never enough. And, because of that, once again we
decided to publish the ncounter yearbook, so we can take a
moment and see how God has truly blessed us this year.
This was a year in which some new ideas were born, some
new events established, and many lives changed. I especially
want to thank God for our first BUC Adventurer camporee, which
saw over 2,000 people attend. This was also the place where we
had our first Adventurer Bible experience, and we hope and
pray that it will continue to be another tool in God’s hands.
Scotland and Ireland, for the first time, established student
ministries and appointed new sponsors that will help them
organise student groups and societies in their fields.
These are some of the firsts for this year, but I can tell you that so
many ministries and events that have served us for years remain
strong and continue to be a blessing in the Union. None of this
would be possible without dedicated Pathfinder, Teens and Youth
directors, or without our area and local Pathfinder, Teens and
Youth leaders. I personally want to thank you for the sacrifices that
you have made and I know God will richly bless you. We are more
than aware that we cannot do this without our God, but we also
cannot do this without you and your support: so please do not
hesitate to join us as we try to help our young people discover
and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

Pastor Dejan Stojkovic
Youth Ministries director,
British Union Conference
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2018 has been an amazing year for the Irish Mission Pathfinders.
Pathfinder Bible Experience history was made in Ireland when not only
five of the six Irish Mission teams made it to the Union-level testing in
Newbold College, but the Dublin Dacian team also excelled to global
level and jetted off to Florida where they were placed first once again.
Undoubtedly, this was an extremely proud moment for the Mission.
Our Adventurers also did very well in their Bible Bowl based on the book
of Daniel, which took place at the Irish Mission’s largest event, the annual
May Camporee. The theme of this year’s camporee was ‘Into the Fire’
and we were joined by the SEC’s Pathfinder director, Pastor Kevin Johns,
who spoke about Daniel and reminded us of the wonderful example he
was for young people. The children enjoyed a host of activities from fire
building to semaphore signalling, and were awarded for their
achievements throughout the year at the investiture. God blessed us with
great weather, visitors from all over the Mission and an overall successful
weekend. Planning is already under way for next year, and we are
looking forward to seeing all the familiar faces and many new ones too.
Our second annual event, the Pathfinder Fair, took place in Avoca,
Wicklow, this year, and our Pathfinders had a brilliant time over the
weekend while investigating the theme, ‘Identity Lost?’ Their orienteering
and Morse code skills were put to the test with an eventful night hike,
followed by a well-deserved pizza night.
We would like to express our gratitude to all those who participated in our
events and the organisation of our leadership team, and to all the parents
and directors that make up our ever-growing Pathfinder family. We also
thank you for the patience and support you’ve shown during our shift in
leadership and the experiences involved with it. As we close off an
unforgettable year, we are excited to see what 2019 has in store for us
and invite you to join us during the year.

2019 Irish Mission Pathfinder Team
Bogdan Stan, Sponsor; Teja Kaare & Sheree Andrews,
Assistant Pathfinder Co-ordinators
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The Dublin Christian Youth Outpost aims to meet the spiritual and social
needs of young people in Dublin and beyond. Started in October, it
continues on a monthly basis as meetings for Millennials and Gen-Zs,
where one can safely express faith, questions and values through talks,
music and projects. Affirm and yet seek for more!
Youth Summer Camp is more than a tradition: it’s a must in the Irish
Mission. 2018 made no exception, only that it probably had the greatest
number of participants. Tent camping, contemporary music, lots of
outdoor and indoor activities, fun and spiritual – for some the two are
different! Most importantly, the 100+ campers and staff were making
friends and raised the expectations for something even better next year.
Irish Mission Youth Department
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Adventuring and Pathfindering in 2018 has been a most active
and adventurous journey for the Scottish Mission clubs!
It offered an exciting outlet for the spirit of adventure
and exploration that is found in every junior youth.
Values
Each photo in this section highlights, in one way or another, all the
bittersweet experiences of a memorable year in which each activity was
centred around the following seven aspirational values we prayerfully
found or adopted as best suiting our mission and ministry context:
• Love as the foundation of our relationship
with God and with each other;
• Bible teachings as the primary source of our values and principles;
• Present Truth as the challenging task of transferring
biblical beliefs and lifestyle to our time and culture;
• Creativity as a natural and necessary experience that gifts every child
with a rich, resilient, fun-filled, memorable childhood;
• Mutual Respect for every child and adult in our communities;
• Spiritual Growth for a fulfilling, meaningful
and purposeful life in Jesus Christ;
• Stewardship as a way of taking care of everything God has entrusted
to our care, including gifts, talents and health.
To unleash the power of Junior Youth Ministries the Scottish way as
was done in 2018 would have been impossible without all our lovely
Adventurers, Pathfinders, club directors and their staff, parents,
churches and Mission leadership. You guys were ALL amazing
and made 2018 a great experience. Well done!
God has continued to be our Rock, even in the perfect storms
of 2018, and He truly deserves all our praise.

The Ndlovus

Pathfinder department, Scottish Mission
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This year, the Scottish Mission Youth department has offered a
range of programmes to facilitate the growth of SM youth
according to our theme to ‘develop genuine and authentic
relationships, to create a deeper understanding of faith and to
increase awareness on addressing social justice issues’. In
addition to the Three Missions’ Retreat (held in Newcastle,
Ireland, this year) we had our new annual Day of Fellowship
Winter Programme and Sports Day and the SM Youth Summer
Camp this year was the trip of a lifetime to Israel. The event
saw youth from the Scottish Mission, the NEC, the SEC,
Denmark and Sweden come together for 6 days of tours of
most of the former territories of ancient Israel and a Sabbath in
Jerusalem. These were led by our Adventist pastor and
archaeologist tour guide Dr Traian Aldea and Israeli tour guide
Ben Rozen, who did a magnificent job bringing to life the
wondrous accounts of the Bible and connecting the locations
with the passages in which they are mentioned.

2019 Scottish Mission Team
Pastor Claudiu Popescu, Youth Sponsor;
Pastor Gabriel Perea, Campus Ministries Sponsor
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The year 2018 has proved to be a very special year for the work of the Welsh Mission
Youth and Pathfinders departments: and – greater still – it isn’t over yet! Talking about
problems and issues would be unfair: the blessings outnumbered them greatly.
We started the year without Pastors Jeremy Tremeer and Jovan Adamovic for the first time in
almost 10 years. They have jointly led the department, and their experience and creativity
were greatly missed. However, with Pastors Adriana Fodor and David Rancic taking over the
Youth department, Pastors Jeremy Tremeer and Emanuel Bran also had opportunities to serve
the Welsh Mission youth and experience the joys and blessings of the youth work first-hand.
As usual, Welsh Mission events represented a great opportunity for our young people to meet,
serve and organise activities, getting valuable experience in the work of our Mission. Global
Youth Day is becoming an important event for our Mission. Several years ago, we made a
decision to focus our attention to help our smaller churches to become better known in their
communities. This year, we visited Carmarthen for the Global Youth Day in March. Not only that,
but we visited the same town again later in May for the ‘Global Youth Day – Revisited’
to participate in some of the activities we hadn’t been able to fit in the first time. We visited
the local children’s hospital ward, bringing toys and spending some time with the children
and their parents. We washed cars for the firefighters’ charity, gave out some literature,
sang at the nursing home, and offered free hugs, flowers, and hot cross buns (in March,
just before Easter), raising awareness about the true meaning of Easter.
Another major date in our calendar is the 3 Missions Easter Weekend, which took place in
Northern Ireland this year. We had a group of 30 people who attended this event and made
some great memories as a result. Also, the Welsh Mission Young Adults’ Retreat is
becoming another major event for our youth. It normally takes place in October
and represents a weekend for our young people to involve themselves in prayer,
socialising, and deeper discussions about faith issues.
Similarly, talking about the Welsh Mission Pathfinders department, one cannot but be
pleased with the development of this ministry in the Welsh Mission. For years,
Newport was the only club in the Welsh Mission. Then, the Cardiff and Ammanford
clubs were established in the last 1-2 years. We will remember 2018 for the
addition of the Telford Ghana Pathfinder club to our Pathfinder family.

The main event this year was the BUC Adventurer Camporee, in which the Welsh Mission
Adventurers also took part. However, we had our own Pathfinder Camp held at one of our
favourite campsites – Islwyn Scout Camp, near Newbridge in South Wales. Probably the most
exciting experience for our Pathfinders and Adventurers was taking part for the first time in the
Pathfinder Bible Experience. The Welsh Mission winner was the Cardiff club, with Newport
coming in second. They represented the Mission at the BUC PBE at Newbold College
back in March. Interestingly, the Welsh Mission now has a trophy that will be
passed to each winning team at Mission level in the years to come.
It’s worth mentioning that the local leaders recognised greater parent involvement in club
activities, day-to-day running of the clubs, and even the renewal of enthusiasm to assist in those
who were Master Guides already but not yet involved in their clubs. This is very pleasing and
exciting news for such a small Mission as ours. It serves as an inspiration to other parents,
youth and children to get involved and join their local clubs or found new ones.
However, the highlights of the year in both Welsh Mission Youth and Pathfinder departments are
baptisms. Seeing our young people come through the ranks and make decisions to get
baptised through the work of Pathfinder and Youth leaders is so wonderful, exciting and
rewarding, and it is encouraging to know that parents, churches, pastors and leaders are doing
a job that the youth recognise and consider it worthwhile to identify with the values of our
churches across the Mission. Finally, it behoves us to continue with the work we have done so
far and be more responsible and intentional in working with our young people and Pathfinders.
I would especially like to mention Toochi Chigbo, Christine Keay, Gareth Courtney, and
James and Ellen George, who were baptised this year and inspired some other
youth to think about their relationships with Christ and their own baptisms.
I would like to use this opportunity to express my gratitude, in the first place, to Pastor Dejan
Stojkovic and Natalie Davison from the BUC Youth department for their support and help. The
same goes to the BUC and the WM treasurer Earl Ramharacksingh and his team, who provided
the financial backing for many activities and events that took place in both departments. Thirdly,
to Pastor Emanuel Bran, the WM president, for showing a willingness and interest to be involved
with the work of the two departments and giving a hand when needed. Next, to my friend and
co-sponsor, Pastor Adriana Fodor, for the great work she has done with the youth this year.
Also, to local youth leaders and Pathfinder Club directors and Master Guides, to local churches
and parents – without you, nothing mentioned above would have been possible. You are the
real power behind everything we have done together, and it is a very special privilege to serve
you and alongside you. Further, to all Welsh Mission Youth and Pathfinders, who, with their joy,
respect, faith and love, are helping us as leaders to continue our work for you. Finally, to God,
for His provisions, love, mercy and inspiration to keep on serving in the years to come.

Pastor David Rancic
Youth Ministries, Welsh Mission
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For years we have had Pathfinder camporees, and everyone loves attending them,
but we realised that maybe we owe the opportunity to experience this amazing experience
to our Adventurers as well: so, for the very first time ever in the British Union Conference
we organised our first BUC Adventurer camporee.
The previous Union Youth Ministries director, Pastor Nathan Stickland, realised that because of the
GYLC event happening in Kassel, Germany, this summer, the Division Pathfinder Camporee was
deferred by a year, and summer 2018 presented itself as the time when we could run this event.
Subsequently, it became my privilege to plan this event for our Adventurers.
The theme of Genesis was apt because we wanted to begin the sequence the year before the
TED Pathfinder Exodus Camporee took place, but also, significantly, because it was
the first all-Union Adventurer Camporee ever organised.
The team responsible for planning this event originated from all over the British Isles – from North and
South England, Scotland and Wales; we also gathered a team who would be able to serve not only for
the Genesis Camporee but the Exodus one as well. We had anticipated 1,000 people attending, but,
when the camp opened, over 2,000 people arrived to attend this Adventurer Camporee, including two
international groups from Sweden and from Slovenia. We want to say thank you to volunteer
staff and attendees for making this camporee even more special because you came.
The camp took place on one of the hottest summers in the UK on record. For the first time ever,
the British people were not able to complain about their poor weather, but in fact some
were now complaining about the heat and lack of rain! And we also heard tell that there
was not one single cube of ice for sale within a 20-mile radius of the campsite!
It highlights the importance of being prepared for all seasons – even in England!
The whole experience was amazing – we had great worships with Richard Aguilera, who
was our speaker each day, and he really engaged the children with his fascinating talks.
The final Sabbath was another highlight because we had our inaugural Adventurer Bible Experience
(ABE), in which every club attending had been invited to take part. What we didn’t know was how
much the Adventurers were looking forward to this part of the programme and how hard they
had studied in their clubs. Of course, after it was over, the question they all asked was:
‘When is the next ABE taking place?’ Consequently, we have now included ABE in our annual
calendar of events, and we know that next year even more Adventurers will be registering to
participate. It was a blessed way for these young children to study the first six chapters
of the book of Genesis, and next year they are working hard on Luke chapters 1-12.
Now that the BUC Adventurer Camporee is behind us, what I remember most are the smiles, the
excitement and how apparent it was that the Adventurers wanted to be at the camp and nowhere else.
The Trans-European Pathfinder Camporee is taking place at the
South of England Showground, West Sussex, England from 30 July to 6 August 2019.
It will be our pleasure and joy to welcome you here as our guests!
God bless you!

`

Pastor Dejan Stojkovic
Youth Ministries director, British Union Conference
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2019 Calendar

January

February

July

Tue 1-Tue 12
| NEC Pathfinders • 40 Days of Fasting and Prayer
Sat 5
| BUC • Day of Prayer & Fasting
| SEC Youth • LDN: Life Space* [repeating event]
Wed 9-Sat 19
| GC • Ten Days of Prayer
Fri 11-Sun 13
| NEC Youth • Senior Leader Prereq Training
| SEC Youth • Youth Innovation: Game Changers Training
Sat 12
| GC • Health Ministries Day
| Pathfinders • PBE Area Testing
Sun 13
| SEC Youth • Gang Violence & Youth Training (Safety Box)
Sat 19
| GC • Religious Liberty Day
Sun 20
| SEC Pathfinders • BST Part 1 Assessment Training
| SEC Youth • Gang Violence & Youth Training (Safety Box)
Sat 26
| BUC Youth • Day of Fellowship: Unity
Sat 26-Sun 27
| NEC Pathfinders • Staff Meeting
Sun 27
| NEC Pathfinders • AGM
| SEC Pathfinders • BST Part 2
| SEC Youth • Gang Violence & Youth Training (Safety Box)

Sat 9
| Regional Pathfinders • PBE Conf/Mission Testing
Sun 10
| SEC Pathfinders • MIT/PLP Orientation Day
Fri 15-Sun 17
| NEC Youth • Relationship Weekend
Fri 15-Mon 18
| IM Youth • Belfast Youth Weekend
| SEC Pathfinders • TLT Training Weekend
Sat 16
| SEC Students • Turning Point Student DoF
Sun 17-Mon 25
| NEC Youth • Aberdaron Work Retreat
Fri 22-Sun 24
| SEC Pathfinders • Winter Camp
Sat 23
| SM Youth • Youth Day of Fellowship
Sun 24
| SEC Pathfinders • MIT Support Day
Sun 24-Sun 3 March
| BUC • Mission Trip – Dominican Republic

Mon 1-Sun 7
| NEC • Camp Meeting

1

March
Fri 1-Sun 3
| NEC Pathfinders • MIT 5/PLA 1
Sat 2-Sun 3
| SEC Pathfinders • SEC Expedition
Sat 9
| BUC Pathfinders • ABE/PBE Union Finals
Sun 10
| SEC Pathfinders • Drilling/MIT/PLP Orientation
Sat 16
| NEC Teens • Teen Preaching Summit
| GC • Global Youth Day
Sat 16-Sat 23
| GC • Youth Week of Prayer
Sat 23
| SEC Youth • SEC Youth Homecoming
Sat 30-Sun 14 April
| BUC • ADRA Annual Appeal • Provinces
Sat 30-Sat 20 April
| BUC • ADRA Annual Appeal • London

3

May
Thur 2-Sun 5
| BUC • BUC Ministers’ Council
Fri 3-Sun 5
| SEC Pathfinders • MIT/PLP Weekend
Fri 3-Mon 6
| IM Pathfinders • Pathfinder Camporee
| NEC Youth • Prayer Warriors
Fri 3-Tue 7
| NEC Pathfinders • Master Guide Development Camp
Sat 4-Sun 5
| SEC Pathfinders • SEC Expedition
Sun 12
| NEC Pathfinders • NEC PF Staff Meeting
Tue 14
| NEC Teens • Teen Preaching Summit
Fri 24-Mon 27
| SEC Pathfinders • Adventurer Camporee
Sun 26
| SM Youth • Sports Day
Thur 30-Sun 2 June
| NEC Pathfinders • Adventurer Camporee

5

2

7

Sat 10-Sun 11
| SEC Pathfinders • SEC Expedition

Sun 7
| SEC Pathfinders • PLP Support Day

Sun 11-Sun 18
| NEC Teens • Aberdaron Teens Camp

Sat 13
| SEC Pathfinders • Pathfinder Concert

Mon 12-Sat 17
| Gobal Pathfinders • CYE Oshkosh Camporee

Sun 14
| SEC Pathfinders • Pathfinder Assessment Training
| NEC Youth • Athletics Day

Mon 12-Mon 19
| IM Youth • IM Summer Camp

Sun 18-Thur 22
| SEC Pathfinders • Oshkosh Heritage Tour
Sun 18-Sun 25
| NEC Youth • Aberdaron Youth Camp

Sat 27
| BUC • Children’s Sabbath
| SEC Teens • Teens Festival of Praise

Mon 19-Sun 25
| SEC Teens • Chapel Porth Extreme Teens Camp

Tue 30-Tue 6 August
| TED Pathfinders • TED Pathfinder Camporee

Sat 24
| BUC • End-It-Now Abuse Prevention Emphasis
| SEC Youth • London Youth Rally Day

TBC
| SEC Youth • Israel Trip
| SEC Youth • Ultimate Big 6

Sun 25
| SEC Pathfinders • Pathfinder Fair
| SEC Youth • SEC Sports Day

4

Fri 30-Sun 1 September
| IM Pathfinders • Pathfinder Fair

September
Sun 1
| NEC Pathfinders • NEC PF Staff Meeting
| SEC Pathfinders • Drill & Drum Competition

9

October
Fri 11-Sun 13
| SEC Students • Compass: Student Congress

Mon 2-Sun 8
| NEC Students • ASC Student Training Retreat

6

10

Sun 13
| SEC Pathfinders • BST Part 1

Fri 6-Mon 9
| SEC Pathfinders • MIT/PLP Weekend

Fri 18-Sun 20
| SM Youth • October Retreat

Sun 8-Sat 14
| BUC • Family Togetherness Week

Sat 19
| NEC Teens • Teens Day of Fellowship

Fri 13-Sun 15
| NEC Pathfinders • MGT 2/PLA 4 – Beaudesert Camp

Sun 20
| SEC Pathfinders • BST Part 2, TLT Assessment Day

Sat 14
| NEC Teens • Teen Preaching Summit

Tue 22-Fri 25
| SEC Teens • Prayer & Faith Conference

Sat 14-Sun 15
| SEC Pathfinders • SEC Expedition

Fri 25-Sun 27
| IM Youth • Ballinacrow Weekend
| NEC Pathfinders • Wilderness Camp (Creation Sabbath)

Sat 21
| NEC Pathfinders • Pathfinder Rally Day
(BUC Pathfinders invited)

Sun 27-Wed 30
| SEC Pathfinders • Drill & Drum Camp

Sun 22
| SEC Pathfinders • MIT Support Day

Thur 31
| IM • Caring, Not Scaring (Hallowe’en Alternative)

Sat 28
| NEC Students • Students Day

June

8

Sat 17
| BUC • Education Sabbath

Fri 19-Sun 21
| SEC Pathfinders • MIT/MG Weekend

Sat 6
| BUC Youth • Youth Spiritual Commitment Sabbath
Sun 7
| SEC Pathfinders • MIT Training Day
Mon 8-Thur 18
| SEC Youth • Youth Mentoring & Gang Prevention
Holiday Scheme
Fri 12-Sun 14
| NEC Pathfinders • MIT 6/PLA 2 – Drum Hill Camp
| SEC Youth • GO UK19 Reloaded Training
Sat 13
| NEC Teens • Teens Day of Fellowship
Sat 13-Sun 14
| SEC Pathfinders • SEC Expedition
Fri 19-Sun 21
| Missions Youth • Three Missions Weekend
Fri 19-Sun 28
| NEC Youth • Spring Ski Trip
Tue 23-Fri 26
| NEC/SEC Teens • Prayer & Faith Conference
Fri 26-Sat 27
| GC Pathfinders • PBE Division Finals
Sun 28
| SEC Pathfinders • Drilling Day

Sun 4-Sun 11
| NEC Juniors • Aberdaron Junior Camp

Fri 5-Sun 7
| IM Students • IMASA Congress (Students’ Association)

Tue 16-Sun 21
| SEC Students • Chapel Porth Student Camp

April

Sun 2
| SEC Pathfinders • BST Part 1
Sat 8
| SEC Youth • Vision Cast19
Fri 7-Sun 9
| NEC Pathfinders • MGT 1/PLA 3 – Drum Hill Camp
| SEC Pathfinders • MIT Weekend
Sat 15
| NEC Teens • House of Praise
Sun 16
| IM Youth • Sports Day
| NEC Youth • Big 6
Mon 17-Sun 23
| SEC • Camp Meeting
Sat 22-Sun 23
| SEC Pathfinders • SEC Expedition
Mon 24-Sun 30
| NEC Youth • NEC Cross-Roads
Sun 30
| SEC Pathfinders • BST Part 2, MIT/TLT Support Day

August

December
Sun 1
| SEC Pathfinders • Pathfinder AGM

November
Sat 2-Sun 9
| GC • e-Week of Prayer
Sun 9
| NEC Teens • House of Praise
| SEC Pathfinders • Rally Day
Sun 17
| SEC Pathfinders • TLT Awareness Day
Fri 22-Sun 24
| NEC Youth • i-Worship
TBC
| IM Youth • Youth in Mission/Dublin DoF

*

11

12

Sat 7
| SEC Teens • Teens Day of Fellowship
Sun 8
| SEC Pathfinders • Pathfinder Banquet
Sat 14
| NEC Pathfinders • NEC Pathfinders City Centre Health
Outreach
Sun 15
| SEC Pathfinders • TLT Selection Day
Wed 25-Fri 3 January
| SM Youth • Winter Camp in Austria
Sun 28
| SEC Youth • End-of-Year Prayer & Thanksgiving Service

First Sat of every month throughout 2018:
| SEC Youth • LDN: Life Space

Tue 31
| IM Youth • New Year Celebration
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Greetings and blessings from the NECPF department! As we come to the end of 2018
and the beginning of 2019, we look back with pride and give God the glory for another
amazing year of great success in the various ‘tracks’ on which we have been running. Our
Master Guide training is now in the second year of the new GC curriculum, with over 60
candidates who will soon be invested. Areas 1 and 2’s first camporee was a tremendous
success, the PBE event saw over 300 young people take part and 5 teams go to the finals, and
the once-in-a-millennium event ‘Reformation Tour’ saw more than 100 young people not only
come face-to-face with various sites connected with the Reformation, but also learn in a
graphic way the grizzly lessons from the remains of Nazism – the lesson of a life without God!
The tour ended with a visit to the Waldensian Valley, in the very church (the Church of the Cave)
where for years many Waldensian young men and women were dedicated and later
ordained before leaving for mission fields, which in many instances would end in
martyrdom for Jesus. More than 8 of our young people surrendered their hearts to Jesus!

Reformation Tour

As we approach 2019, I would like to personally extend an invitation to you parents. Our dream
here at the department is to do our part in helping our young people do the most important thing
that they can do, to be the best that they can be; to reflect the character of God! We desperately
need you to stand with us, in prayer, by availing yourself to support your local staff in the various
events (PBE, Adventurer and PF Camporee, Rally Day, Wilderness Camping, Witnessing – etc.)
and, at home, by supporting and encouraging the young people to press along.
To Pathfinders and Adventurers, remember, the most important thing that you can do
is be the best that you can be and reflect the character of God. As a department, and
through our events, we are here to do all in our power to help you live the dream
God has for you – it won’t always be easy, but it is possible. Remember what we learnt from
Daniel and Esther – ordinary people plus extra-ordinary God = extra-ordinary results!
Congratulations to those of you who have achieved well in your exams; keep it up –
remember to share your secrets of success with others to lift them up. For those
who did not achieve what you hoped for, do not be discouraged: try again!
We love you, and see you in 2019!

TED MG Dev Training

Pastor Ikwisa Mwasumbi
Pathfinder director, North England Conference
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The NEC Teens department is alive and kicking in 2018.
Support for teens’ events is continually increasing with the
anticipation levels set high. Programmes have been held in
different locations throughout the North of England,
ensuring that every young person gets a chance to
participate. Our camp meeting this year ended with over
200 young people in attendance, our biggest numbers to
date. Through the coming year we hope to work more
closely with our SEC counterparts, engaging in some
joint ventures and pooling our resources.
However, our work has just begun. There are huge
challenges facing our young people that we as a
department need to rise up and challenge: issues including
depression, suicide, identity, gang-related challenges,
drugs, spirituality etc. The list goes on.
To meet these challenges advisory panels of young
people will be set up with the hope of providing spiritual
and physical intervention to address these issues.
Pray for us as we pray for you. There is a lot to be done.

Pastor Isaac Liburd
Teens Ministries, North England Conference

07814127757
@necteensevents
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2018 started with an NEC-wide youth day and ended with a lovely trip to Greece to
walk where Paul walked and preached. It’s been a busy year and we are looking forward
to what 2019 has in store. Relationship Weekend is coming back and we will also be
holding a new event called ‘iWorship’. Aberdaron camps will keep us busy over
the summer, along with Big Six and Athletics Day. You don’t want to miss
Camp Meeting either, with Taj Pacleb and Dr Eric Walsh coming to speak.
Follow us on social media @necyouth for updates throughout the year!
Level 1 Youth Leader Training – More than 20 youth leaders earned the
Level 1 Youth Leadership Award, with many progressing on to Level 2.
NEC Youth Day – We were privileged to have the General Conference Youth Director,
Pastor Gary Blanchard, come and spend the day with us. The focus was on leadership
and we recognised all living former youth directors on the day, which was a highlight.
Aberdaron Work Retreat – Youth volunteering their time to do serious
renovations to the campsite shows real dedication and commitment.
Six young people spent a week at Aberdaron in the cold and wind!
Prayer Warriors – Pastor Pavel Goia from the General Conference came
to spend a special 20th anniversary weekend with us. Former youth directors,
Pastor Palmer and Pastor Hush, were also in attendance, along with around 100 youth.
NEC Camp Meeting – Pontins might not provide great accommodation but the spiritual food
provided by Dean Cullinane, Pastor Anthony Fuller and Pastor Jongimpi Papu was amazing.
Coupled with great weather, fellowship and fun over 200 youth had a great week together.
BIG SIX – Held in Manchester, this included five sports –
basketball, football, netball, badminton and table tennis.
NEC Athletics Day – Only 14 points separated the winners from second place.
Leicester St Matthews won after coming second for two years in a row.
Congrats to Camp Hill and Handsworth for coming second and third respectively.
ASC Training Retreat – More than 20 campus leaders trained to conduct
Campus Ministries effectively at Aberdaron with Alanna Rodriguez.
Aberdaron Junior Camp – 43 campers.
Theme – #selfless. Banquet theme – Superheroes. One week of great fun.
Aberdaron Earliteen Camp – Pastor Dejan Stojkovic was our camp speaker,
and with more than 70 teens we had a great week!
Aberdaron Youth Camp – the largest youth camp with 67 campers had one
of the best weeks ever at Aberdaron. You don’t want to miss next year’s!
Greece Bible Trip – Walking where Paul walked, preached and taught,
20 youth had a great time in Greece. Don’t miss our end-of-year holiday next year!

Adam Ramdin

Youth Ministries, North England Conference
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‘Where has the year gone?’ are the words coming from Pathfinders!
The year 2018 has been non-stop with activities for the
Pathfinders. Early in the year we were able to join with fellow youth
from around the Union on a mission trip to the Dominican Republic:
there we were able to help provide medical support for those
who came to visit a packed community clinic and also
to rebuild homes for those who had lost theirs as
a result of the natural disaster that affected the country.
The Pathfinder Bible Experience continues to grow, with more clubs
than ever before being involved in this year’s testing. Ten teams from
the SEC travelled to the USA to take part in the Division finals; nine
teams achieved first place and one team achieved second place.
One of the first-placed teams even achieved a 100% score!
Our training programmes continue to increase in number as
more adults in particular see the value of the Pathfinder and
Adventurer ministry and want to get involved. Each area
conducted curriculum camps which proved extremely popular
with the Pathfinders and a challenge for the
area co-ordinators as numbers attending were so high!
The greatest highlight for me was to witness and take part in the
baptism of many Pathfinders who, through the work of this
ministry, the active involvement of club leaders and the
support of their parents and church, give their life to Jesus.
The year 2019 is already lining up to be a packed one for the
Pathfinders and Adventurers, with Adventurer Camporee, TED
Pathfinder Camporee (UK) and Oshkosh International Camporee
(USA) in their advanced planning stages. The training programme
dates are in place and we have plans to increase drilling & marching
and drum training to include more training days throughout the year
to meet the demand! Be careful – if you blink your eyes you might
miss something! I want to encourage all young people of Pathfinder
age to come and see what Pathfinders has to offer: you may
be pleasantly surprised! Finally, I want to recognise the area
co-ordinators, club leaders and staff who for the love of this
ministry volunteer themselves, their time and their resources
to help make this ministry as God intended.

Pastor Kevin Johns
Pathfinder director, South England Conference
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Dear teens, parents, friends and members of staff,
May the Lord bless you all. In these few lines we want to express our appreciation for your prayers,
your support, your commitment and dedication to our teens and the Teen department. We have
faced amazing and innumerable challenges, unforeseen obstacles that made it very difficult to
celebrate our activities, but thanks to God and to committed people such as yourselves we were
able to celebrate all our activities and events, both in your local churches and at SEC level.
We want to thank pastors, parents, guardians, elders, leaders and church boards for opening the
doors of your churches so that we could celebrate a local teens’ day. We also want to thank the area
co-ordinators, leaders and pastors who opened their doors and made every effort so that a teens’
day could be celebrated in their areas. We want to thank the parents who kindly took time out of their
busy schedules to help us, who assisted as drivers, counsellors, staff members and helpers. We
want to thank our staff for helping us to plan and to carry out our activities and programmes. We
want to thank the Teen Ministries department secretary, Anna, for helping us before, during and after
every single activity and event. Your efforts and support are highly appreciated.
These efforts are evidenced in a number of baptisms around the SEC which are more than
25 so far, but also in the fact that many of our teens that are already baptised have decided to
choose God and to stay in church; so we thank God for those who have joined the
body of Christ, but we also give thanks to God for those who, because of the joint efforts
already mentioned above, have decided to stay not only in church, but also in Jesus.
We can’t ignore the fact that the moral chaos, the indifference and the disorder that prevail
in our society, and sometimes at church and at home, can and might be affecting our teens;
this means that there is serious work that needs to be done on their behalf. It will be
impossible for the Teen department to accomplish this task on its own, but, if all of us –
parents, friends, areas, districts, churches and the department – join forces for their
well-being, God will bless our efforts and we will be able to save them.

Filipino International Church
Pathfinder Baptism

I pray that this will soon be a reality. Thank you very much for the opportunity – I have enjoyed
serving the teens and working along with all of you. God bless you and bless our teens!
Blessings and kind regards,

Pastor Juan Patrick

Teens & Campus Ministries director, South England Conference
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Over the last year the Youth Ministries department has taken a strategic
approach to understanding the landscape of youth ministries in the SEC.
We have worked rigorously behind the scenes in creating a whole new
strategy to meet the needs reflected in our recent 50*7 project. The
qualitative and quantitative research revealed that there is an identity crisis
within the Adventist Church, especially among young adults. A lack of
relevant biblical literacy, along with a lack of loving and accepting church
environments, has led in some cases to the haemorrhaging of young
adults from the church. Generally, young adults do not understand the
relevance of their Adventist Christian experience within the postmodern/
post-Christian context, and they are unable to authentically worship in the
current church context. This causes a strong sense of dissonance and
they are no longer able to identify with the church.
It has been well documented that if the church wanted to keep its young
adults, its leader need to be authentic, honest and transparent. The
organisation also needs to be transparent and accountable.
The new YM strategy has the potential to create a subculture of
authenticity, which will allow the church to become a relevant part of
a young person’s life. To find out more, go to www.youthministries.org.uk.

Pastor Anthony Fuller
Youth Ministries director, South England Conference
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